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CO N F I D E N T I A L CO M M E N TS TO T H E E D I TO R ( S )
The article does not offer aclear logic of the proposed research. There is no specific
statement of the investigation. For example, is the primary goal of the research to
study what would be a better approach to help students learn how to use the law of
gravity? Or, is the primary goal to teach students the concept of a gravitational field? \r
It is not clear how the recitation of the general history of the study of gravity is related
to the following parts of the paper. \r
The paper has statements which do not follow from evidence, but represent personal
views of the author: for example: "the algebraic form of the law ... might hinder the
effects of the gravitational fields". \r
Some statements are too general and automatically correct, for example: "I
hypothesize that the phrase action-at-a-distance, if not explicitly explained by the
teacher, might suggest ...". But in teaching physics, any phrase, or a statement, if not
explicitly explained by the teacher might lead to numerous wrong interpretations, and
the task of a teacher to give that explicit explanation. \r
When the formula is given to students, and "no more details are provided, the students
might be in doubt how to use the formula". Again, this statement is automatically
correct, because the teacher always has to do more than just presenting a formula,
and if the teacher does not do it, students will be in doubt how to use the formula.\r
The description of the method demonstrates flaws of the research. For example, the
text of problem 1, and the following student responses do not include any mentioning
of "field". That is why it is not clear how "from the responses, one could infer that these
students associate gravitational field with ...".\r
In discussion of answers to problem 1 the author writes "surprisingly, no student

1 of 5

12/20/18, 10:57

https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/ejp-eps

Regular Report
GUIDE TO REFEREE
Papers published in European Journal of Physics should provide original insights and
enhance the learning and teaching of physics at university level, either
undergraduate or graduate. Articles that only incrementally add to previously
published work will not, in general, be acceptable.

QUALITY ASSESSMENT
Please score on a 1-10 basis (1 = low, 10 = high) how you rate this article on the
following aspects:

Originality

Scientific
Rigour

3

3

Significance

4

QUESTIONS
What impact will this article have in the field?

Has the author made reference to the most recent and most appropriate work?
(If no, please provide references in the Comments to the author(s) section.)
Yes

Is the article well written and the work clearly communicated?
(Please note we will edit upon acceptance and correct any grammatical or
typographical errors.)

No

2 of 5

12/20/18, 10:57

https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/ejp-eps

Low

How relevant is this article for physics teaching, either theoretical or practical?

Please indicate the level of readership of the article.
Undergraduate

Can this article be shortened without detriment to the content?
(If yes, please give details in the Comments to the author(s) section.)
Yes

Is this article better suited to another IOP journal? (If yes, please indicate in the
confidential comments to the editor(s) section which journal it would be suitable for.
List of all IOP journals.)

No

Do you want to get credit for reviewing this manuscript on Publons?
By selecting "Yes" you are opting in to the Publons service and data about this
review will be transferred to Publons. By default, the content of the review will not
be publicly displayed, and only the year of the review and the journal title will be
shown on reviewer profiles. You may edit what is displayed for any review or opt out
of the service at any time.
Yes

3 of 5

12/20/18, 10:57

https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/ejp-eps

Thank you for reviewing this article for European Journal of Physics.

referred to the output of the product in the numerator of Newton's law". But the
responses to problem 2 cleary show that only one student from the whole group knew
the meaning of the law. There is no clear indication that students had "a week
understanding of the underlying algebraic structure of the formula" - this statement
would require factual proof that students had difficulty with that particular algebraic
structure, which was not assessed in either of the pre-test problems.\r
The author does not show how the responses to problems 1 and 2 lead to the
conclusions that mistakes "might be rooted in a lack of understanding the cause of
force as action-at-a-distance".\r
The pre-test established that students did not know the Newton's law of gravity. Any
other conclusions are no more than possible speculations.\r
The following lecture represents a version of a standard introduction of concept
"gravitational field".\r
The post-test demonstrated some improvement in student understanding.\r
However, this only proves that when students did not know certain material, and
teacher introduced that material, students learned the introduced material.\r
A possible study could have been based on two different versions of representing the
new material, for example, one group of students would be presented with the concept
of a field, and another group of students would be presented with the examples of
direct application of the law of gravity (without using the concept of the field), with a
following assessment (identical for both groups).\r
In fact, many practitioners successfully train students how to use the law of gravity
without introducing concept of a "field". Comparison of different methods could
potentially lead to a fruitful investigation.
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explicitly explained by the teacher might lead to numerous wrong interpretations, and
the task of a teacher to give that explicit explanation. \r
When the formula is given to students, and "no more details are provided, the students
might be in doubt how to use the formula". Again, this statement is automatically
correct, because the teacher always has to do more than just presenting a formula,
and if the teacher does not do it, students will be in doubt how to use the formula.\r
The description of the method demonstrates flaws of the research. For example, the
text of problem 1, and the following student responses do not include any mentioning
of "field". That is why it is not clear how "from the responses, one could infer that these
students associate gravitational field with ...".\r
In discussion of answers to problem 1 the author writes "surprisingly, no student
referred to the output of the product in the numerator of Newton's law". But the
responses to problem 2 cleary show that only one student from the whole group knew
the meaning of the law. There is no clear indication that students had "a week
understanding of the underlying algebraic structure of the formula" - this statement
would require factual proof that students had difficulty with that particular algebraic
structure, which was not assessed in either of the pre-test problems.\r
The author does not show how the responses to problems 1 and 2 lead to the
conclusions that mistakes "might be rooted in a lack of understanding the cause of
force as action-at-a-distance".\r
The pre-test established that students did not know the Newton's law of gravity. Any
other conclusions are no more than possible speculations.\r
The following lecture represents a version of a standard introduction of concept
"gravitational field".\r
The post-test demonstrated some improvement in student understanding.\r
However, this only proves that when students did not know certain material, and
teacher introduced that material, students learned the introduced material.\r
A possible study could have been based on two different versions of representing the
new material, for example, one group of students would be presented with the concept
of a field, and another group of students would be presented with the examples of
direct application of the law of gravity (without using the concept of the field), with a
following assessment (identical for both groups).\r
In fact, many practitioners successfully train students how to use the law of gravity
without introducing concept of a "field". Comparison of different methods could
potentially lead to a fruitful investigation.
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